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University o f Montana

Lady Grit
Basketball

SPELLS

SUCCESS

Top Ranked Defense
Montana has led the nation in scoring defense two of
the three seasons that the NCAA has kept women’s
basketball statistics. The Lady Griz won the scoring
defense title in 1981-82, giving up just 53.5 points a game
and in 1983-84 when their opponents averaged 54.9
points. UM was third in scoring defense in 1982-83,
allowing just 55 points a game.

Other National Rankings
7th in field goal percentage defense (38.5%) in 1983-84
5th in field goal percentage defense (38.0%) in 1982-83
5th in field goal percentage defense (37.0%) in 1981-82
6th in winning percentage (86.7%) in 1983-84
7th in winning percentage (86.7%) in 1982-83
12th in winning percentage (81.5%) in 1981-82
14th in scoring margin (+14.7 ppg) in 1983-84
25th in scoring margin (+11.6 ppg) in 1982-83
14th in scoring margin (+13.2 ppg) in 1981-82
21st in rebound margin (+7.6 rpg) in 1982-83
11th in rebound margin (+7.9 rpg) in 1981-82

Point guard M argaret Williams brings the ball up
the court.
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The Coaches
ROBIN SELVIG
Head Coach
The UM women’s basket
ball team had only enjoyed
one winning season (11-8 in
1974-75) before Robin Selvig
took over the program in
1978. Since that time, the
program hasn’t had a losing
season and the Lady Griz
have won more than 20
games each of the past four
years. The 1983-84 record of
27-4 is the best in the school’s history.
Selvig is the only U.M basketball coach (men’s or
women’s) to win 100 games in his first five seasons. His
current record is 129-44, giving him a 74.6 winning
percentage, which is also the best in the school’s history.
Selvig has been named conference coach of the year for
three straight seasons and was one of twenty finalists for the
1983 National Coach of the Year Award.
Before taking over the Lady Griz basketball program,
Selvig was the head girls’ basketball coach at Plentywood
High from 1975-78.
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A N N E T T E W H IT A K ER
A ssistan t C o a c h
Annette
Whitaker
became the first full-time
assistant women’s basket
ball coach at UM in
September, 1983.
W hitaker served as
graduate assistant coach at
Montana for two years prior
to assuming her new post.
Annette was a two-year
starter at the guard position
for the Lady Griz before joining the coaching ranks.
She received a bachelor’s degree in health and physical
education from UM in 1982 and has been working on her
master’s degree in HPE.

“Sweet Sixteen”
UM advanced to the “Sweet Sixteen” round of the
NCAA Tournament for the first time ever in 1983-84. The
Lady Griz beat Oregon State 56-47 in the opening round
of the tournament to advance to the Western Regional
Semifinals where they lost to eventual national champion
Southern California.

Top Twenty
Montana has received votes in the AF Coaches’ Top
Twenty Poll each of the past two seasons. UM was one of
the only 32 teams to receive mention in the final poll of the
1983-84 season. Montana was also 29th in the final 198384 regular season rankings released by Women’s
Basketball Yearbook.

The Lady Griz celebrate their 56-47 win over
Oregon State in opening round of the 1984 NCAA
Tournament.

Conference Titles
UM is the only basketball champion the Mountain West
Conference has known in its two year existence. The
Lady Griz are 31-1 in conference play over the past two
seasons. UM has also won both conference tournaments
and represented the Mountain West in the NCAA
Division I tournament twice. Before joining the Mountain
West, Montana belonged to the AIAW Division of the
Northwest Women’s Basketball League and won the
conference title in 1981-82. UM played in the AIAW
National Tournament that season.

Guard Barb Kavanagh puts up a jump shot against
two-time national champion Southern California in
the NCAA Western Regional Semifinals.

Attendance
Lady Griz basketball has become a real crowd favorite
in Missoula. UM averaged almost 1,400 fans a game in
1983 84 and ranked among the top 20 in the nation in that
category. Montana drew a school record 4,030 fans for
the NCAA Opening Round Game against Oregon State.
That was the third-largest crowd of the 16 opening round
games.

Schedule
UM’s 1984-85 schedule features a double round-robin
within the Mountain West Conference as well as games
with top non-conference opponents such as the Universi
ty of California, the University of Washington,
Washington State and Nevada-Reno. The Lady Griz also
play in the Santa Clara Tournament and host the fifthannual Lady Griz Insurance Classic. The University of
Colorado and the University of Minnesota will join
UM in the Insurance Classic.

The University
The University of Montana is one of the W est’s pioneers in
education. The University is located in Missoula on 201
acres at the base of Mount Sentinel. Chartered in 1893, the
University has grown from 50 students and seven faculty
members to a present enrollment of 9,100 students and
approximately 450 fulltime state supported faculty positions.
UM offers associate of arts degrees in two areas and
bachelor’s degrees in 58 fields. It confers master’s degrees in
54 programs and doctoral degrees in 13. The College of Arts
and Sciences, which is the core of the University, includes a
full range of programs and courses in the life sciences,
physical sciences, social sciences and humanities. The
College also offers curriculum in interdisciplinary fields
ranging from ethnic studies to interdepartmental studies.

The City and the Area
The University is located in Missoula, a community of
55,000 people in the heart of a natural vacation land. Situated
on the western slope of the Rocky Mountains at the union of
five river valleys, Missoula is noted for its moderate climate,
spectacular scenery and variety of recreational oppor
tunities. The City is within blocks of the University and is
easily accessible to UM students.
Four wilderness-type areas are convenient to Missoula.
The natural surroundings offer excellent opportunities for
hunting, fishing, backpacking, river floating, camping and
other outdoor recreational pursuits. Two winter ski areas
are located within minutes of the University. The University
owns and operates its own golf course adjacent to campus.

UM Quick Facts
Location: Missoula, Montana 59812
C hartered: Feb. 17, 1893
Enrollm ent: 9,100
President: Dr. Neil Bucklew (406) 243 2311
A thletic D irector: Harley Lewis (406) 243-5331
A ssociate A thletic D irector:
Barbara Hollmann
Head W omen’s Basketball C oach: Robin Selvig (406)
243-5334
Home G am es: Dahlberg Arena (9,310)
Nicknam e: Lady Griz
Faculty Representative: Dr. Evan Denney
W om en’s S p o rts Information D irector: Linda Reaves
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